Dear Senator____________________________,
I’m writing / calling today to ask you to compromise with Senate Democrats for the good of Wisconsin unions and unions around the country.
I am one of the millions of Americans watching this situation every day on the news. I have heard Governor Walker’s arguments about balancing the budget and the need for cutbacks across the board. But the Governor’s words do not match his actions. Outside of Wisconsin, it has become clear that the Budget Repair Bill is an assault on unions.
Reducing or eliminating collective bargaining rights won’t help Wisconsin’s budget, but it will decrease the quality of state services. The best talent looks for the best workplaces, and collective bargaining helps make workplaces more fair and more democratic. Some of the best public services in the country, including Wisconsin’s great public schools and Universities, stand to suffer greatly from the Governor’s agenda.
In 2008, you voted to extend collective bargaining rights to UW system faculty and academic staff. I know that you understand the importance of collective bargaining, and the important place of unions in not only Wisconsin’s history, but American history as well.
I understand that the pressure is on you vote with the Republican caucus. But the courageous thing to do, and the right thing to do, is to work with the Democrats to protect collective bargaining for all of Wisconsin’s public employees. You alone can send a message across this country that while we may face a financial crisis, we are still a democracy that protects the basic rights of its workers.
 I urge you to do what is right.
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